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SUBJECT: ROK - JAPAN RELATIONS 

1 . AMBASSADOR NISHIYAMA, IN CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR 
MAY 9, REFLECTED GUARDED OPTIMISM REGARDING PROSPECTS FOR 
DIET PASSAGE CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT. NISHIYAMA 
RETURNED LATE LAST WEEK FROM CONSULTATIONS IN TOKYO WITH 
PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA. FOREIGN MINISTER HATOYAMA, LDP 
SECRETARY GENERAL OHIRA AND OTHER SENIOR GOJ OFFICIALS. 

HE SAID FUKUDA AND OHIRA WERE DETERMINED, IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE, TO SECURE DIET PASSAGE OF AGREEMENT. 

2. NISHIYAMA WAS TOLD BY LDP SOURCES THAT GOVERNMENT IS 
PREPARED TO EXTEND DIET IN ORDER TO PERMIT AUTOMATIC 
PASSAGE OF AGREEMENT.BUT WILL NOT SHOW ITS HAND UNTIL 
LAST MINUTE. ON OTHER HAND, NISHIYAMA IS CONCERNED THAT 
REQUESITE COOPERATION OF SPEAKERS OF BOTH UPPER AND LOWER 
HOUSES NEEDED FOR DIET EXTENSION MAY NOT BE FORTHCOMING. 

IN CONVERSATIONS WITH KOREAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, NISHIYAMA 
HAS URGED PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING OF FUKUDA'S POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS WITHOUT GOING INTO DETAILS ON DIET TACTICS. HE 
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HAS, HOWEVER, AVOIDED FORMAL MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
SINCE SUCH SESSIONS INEVITABLY GENERATE FURTHER PRESS 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST JAPAN. 

3. NISHIYAMA IN GENERAL WAS CRITICAL OF RECENT KOREAN 
TACTICS ON ROK-GOJ ISSUES, PARTICULARLY CASTIGATING CLOSURE 

OF YOMIURI OFFICE, SINCE YOMIURI REPORTER STRONG ANTI-COMMUNIST 
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FRIENDLY TO ROK. HE SAID THAT KOREAN GOVERNMENT FAILS TO 
COMPREHEND POLITICAL PROBLEMS OR IN FACT GENERAL POSTWAR 
SITUATION IN JAPAN. AMBASSADOR COMMENTED THAT WE HAVE VERY 
SIMILAR DIFFICULTIES. NISHIYAMA WAS SYMPATHETIC TO KOREAN 
COMPLAINTS ON TRADE DEFICIT WITH JAPAN AND THOUGHT GOJ SHOULD 
PERMIT MUCH HIGHER LEVEL OF KOREAN CONSUMER GOODS IMPORTS. 

4. NISHIYAMA PERSONALLY EXPECTS TO LEAVE KOREA AND RETIRE 
FOLLOWING CLOSE OF DIET SESSION. 

SNEIDER 
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